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INTRODUCTION

The story of the widow of Nain is recorded only in the gospel of Luke.  This seems extraordinary since the widow's son was the first person that Jesus resurrected from the dead.  Later in His ministry He would raise two more individuals:  Jairus' daughter and Lazarus of Bethany.  All four gospel writers documented at least one of the three resurrections.  Luke records two:  the widow's son and Jairus' daughter.  Both of them were restored to life on the same day that they died.  Lazarus was dead and buried four days when Jesus called him back to the land of the living.  Perhaps it was because Luke was a physician that he was so impressed by these instances of Jesus overcoming the enemy death.
Of course, all three people would eventually die again.  Their resurrection was a temporary one.  Jesus essentially reversed the process of death, in which the soul and spirit leave the body.  He called their souls and spirits back into their same physical bodies.  Their mortal, corrupt, decaying bodies which would eventually perish once again.  All three of these individuals are still waiting for their true resurrection where they will be given an immortal, incorruptible body.
The Old Testament teaches that there will be a resurrection in the "last days," that is, when God's promised Messiah will come and set up His kingdom on the earth (Dan. 12:1-2).  Jesus Himself taught that there would be two resurrections:  one to eternal life and one to eternal damnation (Jn. 5:28-29).  Lazarus' sister Martha affirmed her belief in the resurrection to life before Jesus raised her brother from the dead (Jn. 11:24).  It is this hope that sustains us when we lose a loved one.  Some day we will be reunited.  We will once again live in the presence of those who proceeded us in death.  And we will never be separated again because Jesus has conquered death.  He has promised us a new immortal, incorruptible body that will never perish (I Cor. 15:51-55).
Jesus Himself was the first to experience the resurrection to life.  When He rose on Easter morning, He came back in a glorified, immortal, incorruptible body that was not limited by natural laws (Jn. 20:19; Lk. 24:30-31).  Paul explained that Jesus was the "first-fruits" of the resurrection to life (I Cor. 15:23).  Because Jesus received His glorified body we have that hope within us that we will one day be like Him for we shall see Him as He is (I Jn. 3:2).
Jesus' Bride, the Church, will be next in receiving those glorified bodies when He returns at the Rapture (I Cor. 15:51-53).  At the end of the Tribulation Jesus will return to earth to set up His kingdom.  His glorified Bride will accompany Him (Rev. 19:11-16).  At that time, the Old Testament saints and Tribulation saints (people that were saved during the Tribulation and died before Jesus' return) will receive their resurrection bodies (Dan. 12:1-2; Rev. 20:4-6), the resurrection to (eternal) life.
There will also be a resurrection for unbelievers at the end of the 1,000 year reign of Christ on earth.  And they will also receive immortal bodies that can never die.  In those bodies they will stand before the Gread White Throne and be condemned to eternal torment in the Lake of Fire (Rev. 20:11-15).
The widow of Nain's story is one of hope.  The Son of God had power over life and death.  In His compassion He reversed the power of death and gave life back to the widow's son.  He is not going to do that for those of us who have lost a loved one.  But He will do something greater.  At the cross He defeated death.  There may be a temporary separation that we must endure while we occupy these frail, mortal bodies.  But the day is coming when we will be reunited with our loved ones, never to be separated again.
	"But thanks be to God, which giveth us the victory through our lord Jesus Christ."                                         	I Corinthians 15:57
